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Letter  from  the  Director 


Greetings  Alumni: 

As  another  semester  draws  to  a  close,  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity 
to  say  what  an  honor  and  privilege  it  is  to  serve  the  Southeastern  family. 
In  my  communication  with  you  throughout  the  last  couple  of  years,  I  have 
become  more  and  more  aware,  and  encouraged,  of  the  work  Southeastern 
graduates  are  doing  for  the  sake  of  the  gospel.  Your  work  throughout  the 
Kingdom  serves  as  an  encouragement  to  the  students  who  are  presently 
making  sacrifices— similar  to  the  ones  you  made— to  become  more 
equipped  to  serve  our  Lord. 

This  edition  of  the  Outlook  will  afford  you  a  small  glance  of  the  many 
initiatives  and  ministries  that  are  being  fulfilled  by  those  connected  to  the 
Southeastern  family.  As  you  read,  I  hope  you  will  be  encouraged  to  pray  for 
Dr.  Akin,  the  faculty,  students  and  fellow  alumni  that  their  focus  will  remain 
on  glorifying  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  whatever  they  set  out  to  accomplish. 
Your  prayers  and  support  have  immeasurable  value  to  the  life  and  ministry 
of  this  seminary. 

As  the  New  Year  approaches,  I  would  like  to  thank  you  in  advance  for  the 
prayers  and  support  that  you  will  be  offering  for  us  this  coming  year.  If 
there  is  any  way  that  I  may  be  of  service  to  you,  please  do  not  hesitate  to 
contact  me.  I  will  be  praying  for  you  and  your  family  as  we  continue  to  work 
together  for  the  cause  of  Christ.  May  God  bless  you  as  you  serve  him  in 
the  coming  months. 


In  Christ, 
Albie  Brice 

Director  of  Alumni  Development  & 
Denominational  Relations 
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Around  Southeastern 

BRIEFS  AND  NEWS  FROM  CAMPUS,  CHAPEL  AND  ALUMNI  EVENTS 


Trustees  hear  good  news 
on  enrollment,  approve  new 
programs 

By  Jason  Hall 

It  was  all  about  numbers  at  the  fall  2009 
meeting  of  the  Southeastern  Board  of  Trust- 
ees. 

President  Daniel  Akin  reported  to  the 
board  that  653  new  students  began  classes 
this  fall,  the  second  highest  new  class  in  the 
seminary's  history  and  a  25  percent  increase 
over  last  fall's  new  student  count.  The  non- 
duplicating  headcount  for  the  fall  semester 
stood  at  2,128,  up  significantly  from  last  fall's 
headcount  of  2,021. 

Considering  the  economic  climate,  Akin 
said  he  was  pleased  with  that  crop  of  new 
students  and  believes  it  is  reflective  of  a 
Great  Commission  focus  at  the  heart  of 
Southeastern. 

"Students  at  Southeastern  do  not  just  talk 
about  the  Great  Commission;  they  go  and 
give  in  obedience  to  the  Great  Commission," 
Akin  said. 

As  evidence  of  this,  Akin  pointed  out  that 
earlier  in  the  semester  Southeastern  stu- 
dents and  friends  of  the  school  had  given 
more  than  $60,000  in  one  week  to  a  special 
chapel  offering  designed  to  offset  the  Lottie 
Moon  Offering  shortfall  of  2008. 

During  their  meeting,  trustees  approved 
several  new  changes  to  Southeastern's  cur- 
riculum. They  voted  to  add  a  new  Master  of 
Divinity  concentration  in  Missiology.  The  new 
program  is  designed  to  supplement  the  Mas- 
ter of  Divinity  with  International  Church  Plant- 
ing, an  existing  degree  at  Southeastern. 

While  the  M.Div.  with  International  Church 
Planting  includes  in  its  degree  plan  two  years 
of  overseas  work  -  in  partnership  with  the 
International  Mission  Board  -  the  new  con- 
centration would  be  completed  on  campus 
at  Southeastern.  The  new  program  would 
be  for  those  who  have  a  heart  for  missions 
training  at  the  highest  level,  but  either  do 


not  qualify  for  the  M.Div.  with  International 
Church  Planting  or  do  not  want  to  go  over- 
seas as  part  of  their  degree. 

Trustees  also  voted  to  add  two  new  cer- 
tificate programs:  A  Certificate  in  Corporate 
Chaplaincy  and  a  Certificate  in  Workplace 
Ministry.  These  two  programs  would  com- 
plement and  feed  into  Southeastern's  Mas- 
ter of  Arts  in  Ministry  Leadership. 

The  two  certificates  would  be  for  those 
who  feel  called  to  ministry  in  a  non-traditional 
setting  and  who  have  a  desire  to  serve  and 
spread  the  Gospel  in  businesses  and  the 
marketplace  at  large. 

The  trustees  also  heard  about  two  new 
appointments  to  the  Southeastern  faculty: 

•  Todd  Borger  was  appointed  As- 
sistant Professor  of  Old  Testament  and  He- 
brew. 

•  Mike  Dodson  was  appointed  As- 
sistant Professor  of  Church  Planting  and 
Evangelism  and  Associate  Director  for  North 
American  Missions  of  the  Lewis.  A.  Drum- 
mond  Center  for  Great  Commission  Studies. 
He  is  also  the  North  American  Mission  Board 
Nehemiah  Professor  at  Southeastern. 

"9Marks  at  Southeastern" 
begins  with  emphasis  on 
expository  preaching 

By  Lauren  Crane 

A  nine-year  partnership  between  9Marks 
and  Southeastern  kicked  off  this  fall  with  the 
first  9Marks  at  Southeastern  conference, 
entitled  "God  Exposed",  on  the  theme  of 
expository  preaching. 

The  September  25-26  conference, 
which  was  the  first  of  a  planned  nine  confer- 
ences covering  the  nine  marks  of  a  healthy 
church  as  delineated  by  Pastor  Mark  Dever, 
focused  on  the  need  for  men  to  consistently 
implement  expository  preaching  as  one  of 
the  lynchpins  of  their  pulpit  ministries. 

"Sadly,  the  things  that  should  character- 
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ize  a  church  do  not  characterize  churches  in 
this  part  of  the  country,"  said  Dever,  pastor 
of  Capitol  Hill  Baptist  Church  in  Washing- 
ton, D.C.  and  founder  of  9Marks,  opened 
the  conference  on  Friday,  speaking  to  the 
purpose  of  the  conference  in  helping  pas- 
tors improve  upon  their  call  to  accurately 
preach  God's  word.  "We  want  to  give  you 
an  idea  of  something  we  do  in  order  to  think 
through  how  to  improve  your  preaching, 
from  guys  that  know  you,  love  you  and  have 
the  same  theology  as  you  do,  bringing  you 
godly  wisdom  and  godly  criticism." 

Southeastern  President  Daniel  Akin 
taught,  then,  on  the  importance  of  preach- 
ing the  content  of  the  word,  but  also  how  to 
preach  well. 

"What  you  say  is  more  important  than 
how  you  say  it,  but  how  you  say  it  has  never 
been  more  important,"  Akin  said.  Teaching 
from  Ecclesiastes  9:12-14,  Akin  said  faith- 
ful preaching  involves  instruction,  admoni- 
tion and  exhortation.  All  must  be  present  in 
faithful  preaching  and  teaching,  Akin  said. 

"God  is  the  teacher  -  we  are  just  the 
messengers,"  Akin  said.  "We  deny,  then, 
that  the  preacher  has  any  message  from 
God  apart  from  the  text  of  Scripture." 

Also  speaking  at  the  conference  were 
Mike  McKinley,  pastor  of  Guilford  Baptist 
Church  in  Sterling,  Va.;  Thabiti  Anyabwile, 
senior  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Grand  Cayman;  and  C.J.  Mahaney,  founder 
of  Sovereign  Grace  Ministries.  Mahaney 
taught  that,  before  presenting  God's  word 
to  their  congregations,  preachers  must 
be  faithful  to  studying,  understanding  and 
clearly  conveying  the  message  of  Scripture, 
always  allowing  people  to  glimpse  the  cross 
in  every  message. 

"Apart  from  your  personal  godly  exam- 
ple, the  most  important  way  you  are  serving 
the  church  is  by  effectively  preaching  to  the 
church.  Preaching  is  the  most  effective  way 
to  lead  your  church.  There  is  no  substitute 
for  it,  and  we  are  not  in  pursuit  of  a  substi- 
tute for  it.  Nothing  is  more  important  than 
the  passion  for  preaching." 

The  next  9Marks  at  Southeastern  con- 
ference will  be  held  Sept.  9-10,  2010.  The 
theme  will  be  biblical  theology  and  speak- 
ers include  Akin,  Dever,  Anyabwile,  Matt 
Chandler  and  David  Piatt. 


Student  Ministry  Summit 
encourages  missional  living 

By  Lauren  Crane 

One  of  the  biggest  misconceptions  about 
student  ministry  in  2009  is  the  idea  that  stu- 
dents are  not  hungry  for  deep  theology,  said 
Alvin  Reid. 

Reid,  who  holds  the  Bailey  Smith  Chair 
of  Evangelism  at  Southeastern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  and  is  a  professor  of 
evangelism  and  student  ministry,  spoke  on 
gospel-centered  student  ministry  in  chapel 
on  September  22  as  part  of  the  Student 
Ministry  Summit  at  Southeastern.  More  than 
100  student  ministers  came  to  hear  from 
Reid  and  others  on  the  importance  of  faithful 
student  ministry. 

"How  do  we  have  student  ministries  that 
last?"  Reid  asked.  "The  world  in  which  we 
minister  to  teenagers  has  changed  dramati- 
cally. So  how  do  we  minister?  Through  God's 
word." 

Reid,  who  has  spent  most  of  his  life  work- 
ing with  young  adults,  said,  "I  would  submit 
that  what  we're  doing  is  not  producing  what 
we  say  we're  producing.  There  is  unrest. 

"Our  focus  should  be  on  raising  a  gen- 
eration where,  when  our  students  leave  our 
homes  and  our  churches,  they  go  out  on 
mission  for  God." 

In  a  panel  discussion  held  later  in  the  af- 
ternoon, Reid,  along  with  others  involved  in 
student  ministry,  taught  that  the  primary  ve- 
hicle to  reaching  students  and  training  them 
to  not  be  religious  but  missional  is  the  par- 
ents. 

"At  Southeastern,  we're  training  parents  - 
they  are  the  primary  student  ministers,"  Reid 
said. 

However,  it  is  not  just  pastors'  and  par- 
ents' responsibility  to  teach  young  people  -  it 
is  up  to  every  believer,  said  David  Miller,  stu- 
dent pastor  at  Richland  Creek  Community 
Church  in  Wake  Forest,  N.C. 

"We  need  to  be  missional  at  all  times 
and  in  every  way,"  Miller  said.  "We  have  re- 
duced evangelism  to  an  event,  but  missions 
needs  to  be  woven  into  everything  we  do. 
This  will  teach  our  students  that  missions  is 
a  lifestyle." 
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Students  yearn  for  Thais 
to  worship  living  God,  not 
golden  images 


The  country  of  Thailand  looks  different  than 
the  United  States.  It  smells  different.  Thailand 
has  different  flavors  and  different  idols,  but  at 
the  core  of  the  people  is  the  same  lost  soul,  searching 
to  fill  the  void  that  religion  has  left  behind. 

Religion  is  everywhere  in  Thailand.  Temples  are 
present  on  every  block  and  statues  of  the  Buddha 
decorate  storefronts  and  the  front  steps  of  homes. 
Thai  people  can  be  seen  bowing  down  before  Buddha 
statues,  earning  good  karma  by  giving  rides  to  monks, 

"The  Thai  people  are  lost  and 
searching.  They  are  desperately 
seeking  a  way  to  escape  the 
void  that  they  feel." 

Becky  Adams 

M.Div.  with  Christian  Ministry 

placing  food  in  front  of  the  spirit  houses  and  remov- 
ing their  shoes  before  entering  many  places.  Although 
their  temples  are  full  in  "the  land  of  smiles,"  their  eyes 
are  often  empty  and  searching. 

For  the  last  seven  years,  Southeastern  has  been 
taking  teams  of  students  to  Thailand  to  spend  weeks 
working  among  and  building  relationships  with  the 
residents  of  Chiang  Mai,  a  city  of  nearly  a  million 
people  in  the  Northern  part  of  the  country.  Each 
year  students  spend  two  weeks  to  a  month  in  the  city, 
learning  about  the  religious  traditions  of  Thailand 
in  the  mornings  and  then  meeting  Buddhists  and 
Muslims  in  the  afternoons  and  evenings  with  the  hope 
of  sharing  the  gospel  message  with  them.  This  past 
summer,  more  than  20  students  left  the  familiarity  of 
home  to  travel  across  the  world  to  Thailand. 

It  does  not  take  long  for  visitors  to  Chiang  Mai 
to  become  familiar  with  the  phrase,  "same,  same, 
but  different."  Walking  through  the  night  market  in 
Chiang  Mai,  there  are  hundreds  of  t-shirts  emblazoned 
with  these  words. 

This  popular  Thai  phrase  is  used  to  distinguish 
a  Rolex  watch  from  a  fake  version,  or  a  legitimate 
Lacoste  shirt  from  a  Thai  copy.  As  students  soon  found 
out,  this  phrase  and  the  mentality  behind  it  is  often  a 
stumbling  block  to  many  Buddhist-background  men 
and  women  in  hearing  and  fully  grasping  the  message 
of  the  gospel. 


For  many  Buddhists,  the  idea  of  Jesus  Christ  is 
"same,  same,  but  different."  They  see  both  Jesus  and 
Buddha  as  wise  teachers,  offering  a  method  and 
teachings  about  how  to  live  a  happy  and  peaceful  life. 
Jonathan  Dobbs,  a  Southeastern  student  studying 
with  the  team,  encountered  this  obstacle  in  sharing 
the  gospel  message  with  a  Thai  woman. 

"She  asked  me,  'Why  can't  I  worship  Buddha  and 
God  at  the  same  time?'  They  are  having  a  very  difficult 
time  letting  go  of  their  traditions."  The  traditional 
Buddhist  mindset  often  sees  Buddha  and  Jesus  as 
equals  -  both  equally  good  methods  for  becoming 
better  people  and  having  a  happier  life. 

The  challenge,  as  many  Southeastern  students 
found,  is  conveying  that  Buddha  and  Jesus  are  not 
"same,  same."  They  are  not  tools  to  be  used  in  the 
search  for  happiness  or  teachers  of  how  to  become 
better  people.  The  challenge  becomes  how  to  convey  - 
across  the  language  barrier  and  outside  of  the  mental 
restraints  of  Buddhism  -  that  Jesus  is  not  the  way  to  a 
happier  life.  He  is  life.  Apart  from  Him,  all  people  are 
dead  and  do  not  have  life. 

It  is  this  belief  that  life  on  earth  can  be  made  better, 
juxtaposed  against  the  reality  that  their  sufferings  are 
not  ceasing,  that  leaves  many  Buddhists  with  empty 
eyes  and  empty  spirits.  They  desire  escape  from  their 
sufferings,  but  they  do  not  find  it  in  Buddha,  and 
they  do  not  find  it  in  the  religious  traditions  of  their 
country. 

"The  Thai  people  are  lost  and  searching.  They  are 
desperately  seeking  a  way  to  escape  the  void  that  they 
feel,"  said  Becky  Adams,  an  M.Div.  with  Christian 
Ministry  student.  "Out  of  a  heart  motivated  by  love, 
we  should  seek  to  have  God  work  in  their  hearts  and 
minds.  As  followers  of  Christ,  we  should  be  urged  to 
take  action." 

It  was  out  of  this  heart  of  love  that  students  shared 
the  gospel  with  hundreds  of  Thai  Buddhists  and 
Muslims,  as  well  as  well-educated  monks  and  imams. 
Many  hungered  for  the  message  of  Jesus  and  several 
responded  and  became  followers  of  Christ.  The  "Land 
of  Smiles"  is  home  to  people  with  beautiful  smiles, 
beautiful  hearts  and  beautiful  spirits,  though  many 
of  them  are  souls  still  in  bondage  to  the  darkness  of 
religious  tradition.  Each  of  them  is  a  soul  the  Creator 
cares  deeply  for  and  died  for.  As  Southeastern  students 
left  Thailand,  they  did  so  with  a  renewed  love  for 
God's  people  and  a  renewed  passion  for  seeing  the 
name  of  the  Lord  made  great  among  all  nations. 
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Top  Left:  Jonathan  Dobbs  used  a  tract  to  open  the  door  for  sharing  the 
gospel  with  a  university  student. 

Top  Center:  During  Monk  Chat,  monks  at  a  local  temple  were  available  to 
answer  questions  and  discuss  Buddhism  and  faith  with  visitors. 

Top  Right:  Each  morning,  students  worshiped  and  spent  time  in  prayer 
before  daily  classes. 

Center:  Although  to  a  lesser  extent,  Islam  also  has  a  strong  hold  on  many 
Thais,  who  respond  to  the  calls  to  prayers  at  various  mosques. 

Right:  At  a  cultural  show,  students  witnessed  various  expressions  of  Thai 
culture. 


She  has  seen  more  pain  in  her  life  than 
many  twice  her  age,  and  yet  her  face 
radiates  with  the  joy  of  Christ.  Unlike 
when  she  first  met  Southeastern  seminary 
students  in  Thailand  in  July  of  2008,  her  face 
now  radiates  peace  and  a  hope-tilled  spirit. 

When  Southeastern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  led  a  trip  to  Chiang  Mai,  Thailand 
last  year,  members  of  the  team  were  led  to  meet 
and  minister  to  Alisa,  a  19  year-old  girl  living 
in  Chiang  Mai  and  working  in  a  pharmacy  to 
make  money  and  till  the  void  in  her  heart.  It 
was  while  working  at  the  pharmacy  that  Alisa 
met  Greg  and  April,  members  of  the  mission 
team.  Greg,  the  student  who  first  approached 
her,  gave  her  a  New  Testament  in  Thai  and 
English,  called  "This  Is  My  Life,"  and  explained 
the  story  of  Jesus  to  her. 

Alisa  was  soon  introduced  to  a  female 
member  of  the  team,  who  asked  if  she  could 
come  hack  and  speak  with  Alisa  more.  "She 
asked  me  about  my  story  and  about  myself.  No 
one  had  ever  done  that  before.  No  other  people 
asked  me  about  that.  I  see  so  many  bad  things, 
I  think  people  only  want  bad  things  from  me 
or  only  want  to  hurt  me." 

It  was  through  April  that  God  began  to 
work  in  Alisa's  lite.  As  their  friendship  grew 
last  year,  Alisa  said  she  began  to  learn  things 
about  God  she  had  never  known  before.  As 
Alisa  came  to  know  more  about  God  and  grew 
in  the  knowledge  of  him,  she  recognized  the 
deep  need  she  had  for  a  heavenly  Father  and 
a  protector. 

Growing  up,  Alisa  was  one  of  three 
daughters.  Her  biological  father  died  when  she 
was  only  seven  months  old,  and  the  man  her 


mother  married  afterwards  was  a  far  cry  from 
her  perfect  Father.  Caught  up  in  gambling  debt 
and  desperate  to  stay  financially  afloat,  Alisa's 
stepfather  married  her  sisters  off  to  wealthy, 
older  men  tor  a  price  that  would  sustain  his 
habit.  When  she  was  15,  her  mother  and 
stepfather  attempted  to  join  Alisa  in  marriage 
to  a  man  she  neither  knew  nor  loved. 

"I  told  them  no.  All  of  my  sisters  obeyed, 
because  they  wanted  my  family  to  be  happy.  I 
told  them  no,  because  I  said  they  gave  me  life 
hut  they  cannot  control  it." 

At  that  point,  Alisa  was  forced  out  on  her 
own,  and  she  moved  into  the  city  and  began 
finding  work  in  various  restaurants  and 
businesses.  Though  she  had  left  home  and 
the  family  she  knew,  she  still  sought  solace 
in  Buddhism,  the  religious  traditions  of  her 
youth.  Going  to  temple  alone,  Alisa  said  she 
would  go,  meditate  and  do  the  many  rituals 
she  knew  to  do,  just  to  be  "doing  something." 
Meanwhile,  she  also  became  involved  with  a 
boy  she  thought  cared  deeply  for  her.  However, 
months  into  their  relationship,  Alisa  said  she 
began  to  hear  from  other  people  that  he  was 
the  leader  of  a  local  gang  and  that  he  was 
frequently  involved  with  hurting  others. 

"Before,  he  was  very  sweet  and  nice.  Then 
I  realized  he  was  smoking  and  getting  drunk. 
I  told  him  about  100  times  I  didn't  want  to  be 
with  him  anymore.  I  said,  'You  and  me,  we  are 
on  different  sides.'" 

However,  it  wasn't  until  she  met  Jesus  that 
Alisa  realized  just  how  different  the  "sides" 
were  that  they  were  on.  Alisa  had  turned  her 
life  over  to  Christ.  However,  the  news  was  not 
well-received  by  her  boyfriend.  Upon  hearing 


that  she  had  become  a  Christian  and  wanted 
to  break  up  with  him,  he  began  to  beat  Alisa. 
She  found  refuge  in  God  and  in  his  people  - 
the  team  from  Southeastern.  They  opened  up 
their  hotel  rooms  to  her  for  weeks,  provided 
protection  from  her  boyfriend  and  offered 
listening  ears  and  Christ-like  comfort  in  her 
early  days  of  being  a  believer. 

It  was  through  the  protection  of  several 
Southeastern  students  that  Alisa  was  able  to 
escape  the  life  of  abuse  and  depression  she  was 
living,  and  it  was  because  of  the  kind  words 
and  listening  ears  of  some  of  God's  people 
that  Alisa  eventually  came  to  know  the  Lord 
for  herself. 

"Before  I  met  them,  I  telt  like  I  should  die, 
and  then  everything  would  finish.  I  was  so  sad. 
When  I  talked  with  April  about  God,  1  felt  1 
had  hope  and  happiness 
in  my  life,"  Alisa  said. 
"Now,  even  when  bad 
things  happen  to  me,  I 
know  God  loves  me  and 
will  take  care  of  me." 

God  has  continued 
to  mold  and  shape 
Alisa,  using  her  life  and 
testimony  as  a  testimony 
of  God's  love  and 
goodness    to    her  own 

Thai  people.  Although  she  said  it  has  not  been 
a  complete  reversal  of  everything  in  her  life 
prior  to  knowing  Jesus,  she  sees  God  working 
and  changing  her  heart,  little  by  little. 

"Even  now,  I  don't  have  a  lot  of  money  or  a 
lot  of  friends,  but  before  I  got  very  easily  angry, 
and  before  I  talked  with  people  and  thought, 
'What  is  in  it  for  me?'  Now,  I  think,  they  are 
still  nice  people  and  good  people,  so  I  want 
to  be  friendly  and  talk  with  them  and  share 
about  God's  spirit  with  them.  I  pray  for  them 
that  some  day  they  will  understand."  Alisa,  in 
addition  to  praying  for  those  she  meets,  shares 
the  gospel  message  with  them  by  handing 
out  tracts  reading,  "Do  you  want  to  end  your 
suffering?" 

As  Alisa  became  connected  with  other 
believers  in  Chiang  Mai,  she  was  offered  a 
scholarship  and  the  chance  to  work  with  a 
company  called  Baan  Kanoon  (BK),  a  Christian 


"Now,  even  when 
bad  things  happen 
to  me,  I  know  God 
loves  me  and  will 
take  care  of  me." 

Afisa  Nishi 


organization  based  just  outside  of  the  city.  The 
company  seeks  to  share  the  gospel  message 
with  Buddhists  and  non-believers  by  inviting 
them  to  come  to  a  host  of  free  events,  including 
English  classes  and  karaoke  nights.  Alisa  quit 
her  job  at  the  pharmacy  and  began  working 
with  BK,  spending  her  evenings  sharing  the 
gospel  with  people  in  the  nearby  villages  and 
during  English  classes. 

After  Alisa  gets  her  degree  from  the 
university  in  Chiang  Mai,  she  said  she  desires 
to  continue  to  tell  people  about  the  Lord  by 
getting  a  nursing  degree  and  using  that  as  an 
opportunity  to  grow  the  kingdom. 

"I  moved  my  job  to  work  with  BK  so  I  can 
tell  people  about  God.  I  want  people  to  open 
their  hearts.  I  want  to  travel  and  tell  about 
God's  story  and  see  people  come  to  know  God 
and  help  people  in  many 
places." 

Alisa  said  she  owes 
much  thanks  to  the 
teams  from  Southeastern. 
Without  the  influence  of 
people  who  stopped  to 
listen  to  her,  talk  to  her, 
and  tell  her  the  gospel 
message,  she  said  she 
doesn't  know  where  she 
might  be  right  now.  "I 
might  have  died.  I  wanted  to  kill  myself. 

"Some  people  want  people  to  care  and 
understand,  even  if  it's  not  exactly  in  their 
language.  Just  listen.  Many  people  are  sad, 
with  no  friends  and  no  one  who  is  caring 
about  them.  If  your  team,  who  is  from  God,  is 
coming  to  talk  with  them,  this  is  very  helpful. 
It  helps  very  much  -  even  if  you're  just  listening 
-  because  it  makes  them  feel  like  they  have  a 
friend." 

It  was  this  desire  for  a  friend  that  led  Alisa 
to  open  up  to  students  last  year.  It  is  the  desire 
tor  a  friend  that  leads  people  to  open  up  to 
Alisa  now.  However,  she  knows  her  friendship 
is  not  enough  -  that  she  must  introduce  them 
to  Jesus,  who  is  the  perfect  Friend. 

Ed  Pruitt,  who  has  led  the  mission  teams  to 
Thailand  for  the  last  12  years,  said  about  Alisa, 
"Before,  she  was  heartbroken  and  didn't  know 
God.  Now,  she  is  an  evangelist  to  Buddhists." 
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Beautiful  Hands 

Using  sign  language  to  communicate  the  love  of  Christ 


Although  Romans  speaks  of  the  "beautiful 
feet  of  those  who  preach  good  news," 
Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  student  John 
Sorrell,  along  with  his  wife,  Shelbee,  found  that 
their  hands  are  what  are  beautiful  to  some  Thai 
people,  preaching  to  them  the  gospel  message 
many  Thais  have  never  before  heard. 

John,  an  M.Div.  with  International  Church 
Planting  student,  and  Shelbee,  a  nurse,  had  both 
been  to  Thailand  before  they  went  to  Chiang  Mai 
with  Southeastern  in  July  of  2009.  As  a  member 
of  last  year's  mission  team,  Sorrell  said  he  became 
aware  of  the  need  tor  him  to  learn  another 
language  to  communicate  the  gospel  message 
with  Thai  people  -  sign  language.  Realizing 
that  the  deaf  community  worldwide  is  largely 
unreached,  he  felt  the  call  of  God  on  his  life  to 
learn  sign  language  so  he  could  communicate 
with  the  deaf  and  hearing  impaired. 

Last  year,  in  Chiang  Mai,  after  going 
to  a  local  deaf  school  with  a  sign  language 
interpreter,  Sorrell  said  he  realized  he  would 
now  be  held  responsible,  having  seen  the  need 
for  sign  "speakers"  to  share  life  and  the  gospel 
message  with  the  largely  Buddhist-practicing  deaf 
community. 

"If  you  don't  know  sign  you  can't  share  the 
gospel  with  the  deaf.  The  language  barrier 
becomes  a  stopping  point,  and  I  want  to  see 
it  go  beyond  that  point  and  not  be  stopped  by 
that  barrier,"  Sorrell  said.  He  said  that  he  likens 
the  world  to  a  hallway,  with  each  language 
represented  by  a  locked  door.  It  takes  someone 
who  knows  the  language  and  who  holds  that 
people  group's  language  key  to  unlock  the  door 
to  them  and  share  the  message  of  Jesus  Christ 
with  them.  "That's  what  sign  is  -  a  key  to  unlock 
that  particular  door.  I  want  to  be  able  to  get  the 
gospel  to  all  people." 

Although  he  began  learning  sign  immediately 
after  he  returned  home  from  Thailand  in  2008, 
it  wasn't  until  March  of  this  year  that  he  and 
Shelbee  decided  to  return  to  Thailand  and  see 
how  God  could  use  them  to  unlock  the  gospel 


message  through  sign  language. 

Thus,  as  members  of  the  2009  summer's 
mission  team,  the  Sorrells  spent  nearly  every  day 
with  the  deaf  and  hearing-impaired  people  of 
Chiang  Mai,  immersing  themselves  in  the  deaf 
community.  After  classes  each  morning,  they 
spent  their  afternoons  communicating  God's 
love  and  their  love  to  children  at  a  nearby  deaf 


John  Sorrell  began  learning  sign  language  a  year  ago  in  Thailand  in  the  hopes  of 
communicating  the  love  of  Christ  to  the  deaf  community. 


school,  ministering  to  the  souls  of  this  unreached 
people  group.  The  couple  also  chose  to  worship 
with  the  deaf  community  at  a  local  deaf  church, 
learning  through  the  teaching  of  Scripture. 

Though  they  don't  know  if  the  Lord  will 
call  them  to  Thailand  full-time,  the  Sorrells 
are  hopeful  that  soon,  they  will  be  able  to  head 
overseas  with  the  International  Mission  Board  to 
work  with  a  deaf  community. 

"I'm  excited  about  what  it  will  entail  in  the 
future,"  Sorrell  said.  "Wherever  we  will  be,  I 
think  sign  language  will  be  useful.  I  see  it  as  an 
investment  for  the  kingdom." 
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Tn  the  "city  that  never  sleeps",  there  are 
JL  millions  who  are  asleep  to  the  truth  of  the 
gospel. 

Metro  New  York  City  -  an  area  of  75 
square  miles  -  is  home  to  more  than  22 
million  people,  with  over  8  million  living 
within  the  city's  five  boroughs.  These  millions 
come  from  over  500  language  groups  from 
around  the  world,  from  South  Africa  to 
Iceland,  from  Muslim,  Buddhist,  animist 
and  atheist  backgrounds  and  from  a  rainbow 
of  races.  Their  faces  represent  the  tongues, 
tribes  and  nations  Jesus 

commanded  his  followers      we  nee< 

to  reach.  They  have  all       20  000  ( 
converged  in  a  75-square 
mile  block  known  as  New       jp)  tHG  Clt 
York  City.  ■  i 

One       church  in 
Manhattan    is    working  ChUTChOS 
to  share  the  message  of 

Jesus  Christ  among  the      as  in  tn< 

people  of  New  York  City, 
in  the  hopes  that  many  of        AcHDn  CC 
them  will  come  to  know        7770  (jQHQ 
%0f  -      ^^Ehe  love  of  Christ  for 

themselves.  The  Gallery  Church,  a  young 
church  plant  located  in  Midtown,  is  only  one 
of  several  young  evangelical  churches  planted 
in  Manhattan  trying  to  reach  a  segment  of 
the  population  pastor  Aaron  Coe  calls  "up 
and  outers."  In  looking  at  the  global  impact 
New  York  City  makes,  Coe  said  he  believes 
the  city  is  one  of  the  most  strategic  places  to 
plant  a  church. 

"When  you  think  about  the  worldwide 
'ap^^^f  luence  NYC  has,  we  have  to  make  an 
impact  here,"  Coe  said.  "We  need  to  plant 
,000  churches  in  the  city  to  have  the  same 
'  •     .tafio  of  churches  to  people  as  in  the  South." 

Pit  was  with  this  idea  of  training  potential 
church  planters  and  helping  students 
learn  about  urban  church  planting  that 
Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
took  a  group  ot  25  students  to  the  city  over 
tall  break  to  work  with  The  Gallery  Church. 
From  October  3-10,  the  group  of  college  and 


seminary  students  worked  with  the  church 
in  the  Chelsea  and  Flatiron  neighborhoods 
of  Manhattan.  The  team  spent  the  week 
repainting  the  church,  handing  out 
information  to  local  residents  and  helping 
the  church  prepare  for  future  outreach 
events. 

"I'm  encouraged  that  the  seminary  cares 
enough  about  the  city  to  make  an  investment 
here,"  Coe  said.  Coe  and  the  church  weren't 
the  only  ones  encouraged  throughout 
the  trip. From  the  first  flight  of  the  trip, 
Southeastern  students 

I  to  plant     began    engaging  New 

Yorkers  in  conversation 
about   the   gospel  and 

'  to  have 

seeing  hearts  soften  and 
change.  For  many  of  the 
students,  it  was  a  time 
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about   the    gospel  and 
in  the  City  tO  haVe      seeing  hearts  soften  and 
,i  i »         r       change.  For  many  of  the 

students,  it  was  a  time 

churches  to  people  to  meet  p£°ple  of  vastly 

different  backgrounds 

as  in  the  South."     and  worldviews  they  may 

have  never  encountered 

Aaron  Coe  -  Pastor,  before. 
The  Gallery  Church        °ne  °/ ;he  ;asks  the 

students  did  at  the  outset 

hurch,  a  young  of  the  trip  was  handing  out  granola  bars 

own,  is  only  one  and  invitation  cards  to  The  Gallery  Church 

:hurches  planted  before  services  on  Sunday.  It  was  while 

ch  a  segment  of  passing  out  invitations  that  M.Div.  student 

n  Coe  calls  "up  Justin  White  met  Nazir,  a  man  he  described 

ie  global  impact  as  "without  hope." 

said  he  believes  An  Israeli  Muslim  from  Jerusalem,  Nazir 

rategic  places  to  said  he  has  spent  his  life  seeking  fulfillment 
in  the  things  of  the  world  -  including  works- 

t  the  worldwide  based  faith,  drugs,  sex  and  more.  White  saw 

ive  to  make  an  Nazir  sitting  alone,  and  asked  him  about  his 

'e  need  to  plant  shirt  he  was  wearing  -  sporting  a  slogan  that 

:o  have  the  same  said  something  akin  to  "Fear  nothing." 

is  in  the  South."  "What  do  you  fear?"  Justin  asked  him. 

aining  potential  Nazir,  who  seemed  to  be  hungry  for  someone 

:lping    students  to  talk  to,  said  he  fears  himself  and  change. 

i  planting  that  Change,  regardless  of  whether  it  is  for  the 

ogical  Seminary  better,  is  one  of  the  things  that  has  held  him 

to  the  city  over  hi  a  life  of  abuse  and  drugs,  he  said.  Rather 

Gallery  Church,  than  ignoring  this  one  man  among  millions, 

in  of  college  and  White  sat  down  and  shared  the  love  of 


Christ  with  him. 

As  Nazir  began  to  tell  his  story,  he  told 
White  he  is  Muslim,  and  the  two  men  began 
to  discuss  the  different  tenets  of  their  faiths. 
Through  this,  both  were  able  to  share  their 
stories  with  one  another,  and  through  telling 
Nazir  his  story,  White  was  able  to  share  the 
more  important  story  of  Christ. 


"He's  been  abused.  He  has  a  couple  of 
kids  from  when  he  was  a  teen  -  the  moms 
wanted  more  children  for  welfare  money.  He 
just  met  the  kids,  and  it  kind  of  tripped  him 
out,"  White  said.  "He's  married,  but  1  think 
his  wife  left  him.  I  told  him  he  has  no  hope. 
I  was  then  able  to  tell  him  about  how  I  found 
hope  in  Christ." 

As  the  service  started  at  The  Gallery 
Church  that  same  morning,  another 
Muslim  was  given  the  life-saving  message 
of  the  gospel.  A  Muslim  woman  met  two 
Southeastern  students  on  the  streets  as 
they  greeted  people  with  granola  bars,  and 
they  invited  her  to  church.  Shiza,  a  Middle 
Eastern  woman,  had  never  been  to  a  church 
service  before. 


"This  is  her  first  time  ever  to  see  a  church 
service.  What's  this  going  to  be  like?"  said 
George  Robinson,  assistant  professor  of 
missions  and  evangelism  at  Southeastern. 
"I  tried  to  view  things  through  her  eyes  and 
continue  the  conversation  throughout  the 
service.  We  were  able  to  give  her  a  copy  of  the 
Bible.  She  opened  up  the  Bible  and  followed 
along  the  Scripture."  While  at  The  Gallery 
Church,  she  was  able  to  watch  a  baptism 
service  as  well  as  the  sharing  of  communion 
among  the  body  of  believers. 

"As  she  observed  that  and  observed 
the  celebration  as  the  community  of  faith 
came  together  around  the  broken  body  and 
spilled  blood  of  Jesus,  the  gospel  was  not 
only  proclaimed  verbally,  it  was  lived  out 
physically  before  her  eyes  in  baptism  and  the 
Lord's  supper,"  Robinson  said. 

Others  were  given  the  good  news  of  the 
gospel  throughout  the  week  as  Southeastern 
students  shared  with  people  they  met.  Tony 
met  two  Southeastern  students  in  a  bookstore 
as  they  were  looking  for  opportunities  to 
talk  about  Jesus,  and  as  he  was  searching  for 
Jesus. 

"He  told  me  he's  been  seeking  God, 
asking  a  lot  of  questions  and  seeking  truth," 
said  Stephen  Robert,  M.Div.  student.  "He 
said  one  of  the  things  he's  struggling  with 
is  Jesus  being  God.  From  there,  I  was  able 
to  share  the  gospel  with  him.  We  told  him, 
'That's  what  the  whole  Bible  is  about  -  it's  all 
about  Jesus.'" 

As  the  week  went  on,  the  men  met 
together  several  more  times,  and  before  the 
team  left  Friday  night,  Tony  said  he  had 
accepted  that  Jesus  is  God  and  that  he  now 
recognizes  him  as  savior. 

In  addition  to  meeting  New  Yorkers, 
telling  them  about  the  Lord  and  giving  them 
information  about  The  Gallery  Church,  the 
Southeastern  students  were  also  able  to  learn 
more  about  urban  church  planting  during 
the  Urbanize  Church  Planting  Conference. 
Hosted  by  The  Gallery  Church,  the 
conference  addressed  what  it's  like  to  plant 


in  an  urban  context  such  as  New 
York  City,  as  well  as  the  practical 
issues  such  as  raising  a  family  in 
the  city  and  raising  support. 

The  church  is  one  that  seeks 
to  engage  the  various  people 
groups  in  the  city  through  a 
variety  of  means,  including  social 
ministry  such  as  providing  free 
HIV  testing  throughout  the  year. 

"Our  philosophy  is  'see  a 
need,  meet  a  need,'"  Coe  said. 
"We're  still  learning  a  lot  as  we 
engage  the  city,  but  we  feel  like 
we're  at  the  beginning  point  with 
that.  There  are  tons  of  needs  here, 
but  we're  just  trying  to  figure  out 
how  we  can  best  serve." 

The  greatest  need  of  the  city 
is  the  message  of  redemption 
and  salvation  found  only  in  Jesus 
Christ. 

"We  believe  that  through  the 
local  church,  God  is  meeting  the 
needs  of  the  world,  both  spiritual 
and  social,  and  the  world  is 
watching,"  Coe  said.  "They  will 
be  in  awe  at  what  God  is  doing." 

By  God's  grace,  he  allowed 
Southeastern  students  to  be  a 
part  of  his  work  in  New  York 
City,  helping  The  Gallery 
Church  as  they  seek  to  become 
more  familiar  with  the  needs  of 
their  neighborhood,  spreading 
the  love  of  Christ  and  bringing 
people  into  the  community  of 
believers.  As  the  students  shared 
their  faith  among  the  people  of 
the  city,  they  began  to  learn  that 
it  is  on  God's  strength  alone  that 
the  Church  will  grow,  and  it  is 
through  God's  strength  alone 
that  this  city  will  be  reached. 


While  in  the  city,  Southeastern  students  were  able  to  share  the  gospel  with 
a  variety  of  people,  from  the  down-and-outers  to  Wall  Street  businessmen. 
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As  I  write  this  article  I'm  bouncing  back  and 
forth  on  the  train  to  Manhattan.  I  almost  al- 
ways find  riding  the  subways  interesting,  but 
crossing  the  Manhattan  Bridge  has  certainly  been  the 
highlight  of  my  morning  commute  for  the  last  few 
days  as  I,  along  with  the  team,  travel  into  Manhattan 
to  work  with  the  people  of  New  York.  I  think  I  enjoy 
this  part  of  the  daily  ride  the  most  because— even  if  for 
just  for  a  few  moments— we  are  all  offered  an  escape 
from  the  dark,  empty  tunnels  and  given  a  grandiose 
view  of  the  city  itself.  The  sky  is  enlarged.  The  sun  is 
exposed.  There  is  something  to  actually  gaze  upon. 

As  I  sit  here  on  the  Broadway  Express,  though, 
I  can't  help  but  notice  the  countenance  of  those 
individuals  surrounding  me.  In  almost  every 
direction  I  notice  exhausted  eyes  and  fatigued 
faces.  They're  tired. 

As  we've  served  The  Gallery  Church  this  past 
week,  it  seems  each  of  us  has  had  at  least  one 
great,  encouraging  story  to  share  with  the  group  - 
a  story  that  moved  a  New  Yorker  out  of  the  dark, 
empty  tunnels  and  into  the  light,  even  if  just  for  a 
few  moments,  as  the  greatest  Story  of  all  was  told 
-  a  story  of  exposure. 

Over  the  past  several  years  God  has  been 
preparing  me  (in  many  ways)  to  be  an  urban 
church  planter.  This  has  certainly  been  a  journey- 
one  that  can  be  measured  by  several  marks  and 
milestones— yet  I  am  continually  amazed  at  how 
God  exposes  more  and  more  of  his  plan  for  my  life. 
Opportunities  like  this  week  inevitably  contribute 
to  an  increasing  zeal  to  reach  the  world  through 
the  great  cities.  As  I  witness  the  Gallery's  efforts 
to  expand  the  kingdom  of  God,  I  rejoice  in  the 
spread  of  God's  fame,  and  I  become  increasingly 


excited  about  expanding  the  Church  to  other 
great  cities,  as  well. 

Following  graduation  this  May,  I  will  begin 
a  new  phase  in  the  journey  as  a  church  planter. 
Together  with  seven  other  teammates  (3 
seminarians,  a  nurse,  a  computer  pro,  a  horse 
trainer  and  a  2  year-old),  we  will  be  transplanting 
to  Denver,  Colorado  as  missionaries  for  Jesus 
Christ.  As  we  prepare  for  the  coming  step,  I 
consider  opportunities  to  learn  from  planters 
such  as  Aaron  Coe,  Jeff  Getz,  Freddy  Wyatt 
and  Ellis  Prince  absolutely  invaluable.  Hearing 
words  of  encouragement,  warnings  and  cautions, 
practical  wisdom  and  spiritual  guidance  has  been 
both  a  blessing  and  a  challenge.  I  think,  more 
than  anything,  this  week  we've  all  witnessed  at 
least  a  peek  into  the  daily  lives  of  church  planters, 
and  I  continue  to  thank  God  for  the  privilege  of 
participating  in  such  a  mission. 

I  guess  at  some  point  in  time  the  Manhattan 
Bridge  loses  its  flair  amongst  the  natives.  The 
familiar  becomes  ordinary,  and  the  ordinary... 
well,  more  or  less  disappears.  No  one  looks  up. 
No  one  opens  his  eyes.  It's  just  one  more  stretch  of 
the  morning  commute  -  one  more  stop  closer  to 
the  destination,  really.  When  I  think  of  the  story 
of  God,  I  don't  want  it  to  be  like  the  Manhattan 
Bridge  to  those  who  have  crossed  it  a  thousand 
times,  a  familiar  sight,  an  ordinary  stretch.  I  want 
it  to  be  like  a  view  of  the  city  seen  by  a  first-timer: 
A  view  where  the  sky  is  enlarged.  A  story  where 
the  Son  is  exposed. 


The  Flatiron  Building,  for  which  the  Flatiron 
District  of  Manhattan  is  named,  is  where  The 
Gallery  Church  is  located. 
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Introducing  the  New  Testament 


A  Q&A.  with  Andreas  Kostenberger  and  Scott  Kellum 

Andreas  Kostenberger,  director  of  Ph.D.  Studies  and  professor  of  New  Tes- 
tament and  Greek,  and  Scott  Kellum,  associate  professor  of  New  Testa- 
ment and  Greek,  recently  co-authored,  along  with  Charles  Quarles  from 
Louisiana  College,  an  important  introduction  to  the  New  Testament,  The 
Cradle,  the  Cross,  and  the  Crown.  Outlook  asked  them  about  the  project. 

What  gave  you  the  motivation  to  write  a  New  Testament  introduction? 
Kostenberger:  I  have  taught  New  Testament  survey  for  many  years,  and 
always  had  to  use  two  or  three  texts  to  cover  all  the  material.  I  wanted  to 
put  all  the  relevant  information  into  one  New  Testament  introduction  to 
serve  our  students  better.  This  includes  introductory  matters  for  every  New 
Testament  book,  the  relevant  New  Testament  background  (the  Second 
Temple  period),  and  information  on  the  New  Testament  canon  and  on  the 
doctrine  of  Scripture.  I  also  wanted  to  produce  a  volume  that  includes  all 
the  relevant  core  knowledge  for  the  serious  student  of  the  New  Testament, 
broken  down  tor  beginning,  intermediate  and  advanced  students. 
Kellum:  Andreas  invited  me  in  on  the  project.  I  was  excited  -  not  only  for 
the  publishing  opportunity  -  but  to  really  meet  a  need  for  conservative  evan- 
gelical introduction  that  was  both  up-to-date  and  sufficient  for  the  needs  of 
New  Testament  introduction. 

You  have  said  that  this  book  functions  in  some  ways  as  both  an  intro- 
duction to  the  New  Testament  as  well  as  a  survey  of  the  current  field  of 
research.  How  is  that  true? 

Kellum:  There  is  a  survey  component  of  the  book  that  deals  with  the  lit- 
erature and  theology  of  each  book.  There  is  also  a  unit-by-unit  discussion 
and  a  discussion  of  the  individual  theology  of  each  book  (thus  2/3  of  the 
divisions  are  serviceable  to  a  survey-type  class). 

What  is  the  most  challenging  part  of  writing  a  book  like  this? 
Kostenberger:  One  of  the  most  challenging  things  in  writing  an  Introduc- 
tion to  the  New  Testament  is  the  large  amount  of  available  literature  on 
each  of  the  27  New  Testament  books.  For  this  reason,  my  co-authors  and  I 
divided  up  the  material  and  sought  to  interact  with  the  most  up-to-date  lit- 
erature for  the  benefit  of  students.  That  way,  they  can  pursue  their  research 
interests  even  beyond  what  we  have  written  and  access  other  recent  works 
of  scholarship. 

Kellum:  Time-management  was  my  most  difficult  task  regarding  its  pro- 
duction. The  mass  of  literature  on  any  one  subject  is  a  difficult  mountain 
to  climb.  Furthermore,  one  is  often  tempted  to  get  side-tracked  on  other 
issues. 

Clearly  this  text  will  be  used  in  many  New  Testament  courses  in  colleges 
and  seminaries,  but  why  would  a  busy  pastor  benefit  from  using  it? 
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Kostenberger:  I  have  already  heard  testimonies 
from  pastors  who  find  The  Cradle,  the  Cross,  and 
the  Crown  to  be  an  ideal  first  step  in  sermon 
preparation.  No  matter  which  book  they  preach 
on,  they  can  go  to  the  given  chapter  in  our  book 
and  find  all  the  relevant  introductory  informa- 
tion there:  historical  setting,  literary  structure, 
major  theological  themes,  and 
so  on.  I  might  recommend  us- 
ing our  work  in  conjunction 
with  a  good  study  Bible  (such 
as  the  ESV  or  the  NIV  Study 
Bible)  and  with  one  or  two 
good  exegetical  commentar- 
ies. This  should  be  a  powerful 
combination  for  busy  pastors 
who  want  to  preach  informed 
messages. 

Kellum:  I  imagine  in  quite 
a  few  areas,  but  two  come  to 
mind  immediately.  First,  ev- 
ery week  his  people  are  watch- 
ing National  Geographic  or 
The  Discovery  Channel  doc- 
umentaries that  deal  with  the 
New  Testament  in  less  than  a 
conservative  manner.  Quite  often  our  book  will 
either  deal  with  the  topic  itself  or  help  him  find 
the  answer  by  combing  through  the  bibliogra- 
phy. Second,  it  is  extremely  helpful  to  see  the 
big  picture  of  any  book  that  a  pastor  is  cover- 
ing. I  remember  preaching  a  series  through  the 
Gospel  of  Mark,  and  when  I  got  to  the  end  of 
the  book,  I  telt  tar  more  ready  to  preach  it  than 
when  I  began.  Knowing  the  "bird's  eye  view"  of 
a  book  is  foundational  to  expository  preaching. 

The  field  of  New  Testament  research  is  always 
changing,  it  seems.  You  have  been  working  on 
this  project  for  several  years.  Was  it  difficult  to 
stay  current  with  your  research  while  produc- 
ing a  book  of  such  breadth? 
Kostenberger:  It  helped  that  there  were  three  of 
us  dividing  up  the  work.  In  each  case,  we  wrote 
on  New  Testament  books  or  subjects  with  which 
we  were  already  very  familiar,  whether  I  had 
written  a  commentary  on  a  given  book  or  was 
engaged  in  some  other  type  of  research  related 
to  it.  In  addition,  I  tried  to  be  on  the  lookout 


for  new  books  that  came  out  during  the  writing 
process.  We  kept  adding  books  to  the  chapter 
bibliographies  till  almost  the  last  minute  before 
the  book  went  to  the  printer! 

As  evangelical  scholars,  is  it  hard  to  balance 
staying  true  to  your  confessional  stance  on 
Scripture  while  engaging 
more  skeptical  and  critical 
viewpoints?  How  does  that 
balance  play  into  the  work 
you  did  on  this  book? 
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Kellum:  Evangelical  con- 
servative Christianity  is  not 
afraid  of  truth  and  should 
not  be  afraid  to  engage  those 
of  different  opinions  (often 
radically  hostile  to  the  faith). 
I  have  never  found  that  the 
non-negotiable  aspects  of 
the  faith  were  seriously  chal- 
lenged by  those  who  do  not 
hold  my  views.  In  fact,  I  have 
often  been  surprised  how 
un-convincing  the  opposi- 
tion's views  were! 

Kostenberger:  There  is  definitely  a  large  group 
of  scholars  -  call  them  "critical  scholars"  -  who 
claim  that  serious  research  and  a  high  view  of 
Scripture  cannot  go  hand  in  hand.  I  realize  for 
them  this  may  be  hard  to  imagine,  but  in  my 
own  practice  I  find  that  holding  to  a  high  view 
of  Scripture  does  not  present  an  impediment 
to  serious  research.  To  the  contrary,  it  inspires 
and  sustains  it!  My  co-authors  and  I  are  driven 
by  our  faith  to  understand  Scripture  as  accu- 
rately and  fully  as  at  all  possible  so  we  can  teach 
it  authoritatively  and  compellingly  to  others, 
who  can  then  go  ahead  and  do  the  same  to  still 
others  (2  Tim.  2:2).  I  also  found  that  often  the 
available  historical  evidence  favors  conservative 
conclusions  (such  as  for  the  issue  of  pseudonym- 
ity)  rather  than  speaking  against  it  as  critical 
scholars  claim. 

The  Cradle,  The  Cross,  and  the  Crown  was  pub- 
lished by  B  &  H  and  is  now  available  in  bookstores 
and  online. 
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Alumni, 
we  need  your 
e-mail  address! 

E-mail  is  a  fast,  easy  and  inexpensive  way 
for  us  to  let  you  know  of  important  news, 

events  and  alumni  info.  So  we  are  on  a 
quest  to  gather  e-mail  addresses  for  all  of 
our  valued  alumni.  If  you  have  never  given 

us  your  e-mail  address,  now  is  the  time! 

Every  alumnus  that  logs  on  to  sebts.edu/alumni 
between  now  and  January  15  and  gives  us  a  valid, 
personal  e-mail  address  will  be  entered  to  win  a  $300 
gift  card  from  LifeWay  Christian  Stores.* 

*  To  enter,  you  will  need  your  individual  Prize  ID  number,  located  above. 


Give  us  your  e-mail 
address  and  earn  a 
chance  to  win  a 
$300  gift  card! 


